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19 OCT 1950

Ronorsble Willism B. Widnall
House of Re gentatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Peny ¥, Widnell:

This is in response to & telephone request of yowr affice that you
be provided with informetion upon vhich to base a reply to the league
of Women Voters of one of the larger towns in your district concerning
the guestion of comtinuation of salary payments to Mr. Yrancis (. Powers.

L s ents have been mede to handie Mr. Povers® salary for the
future in accordance with his legael rights under his comtract and the
provisions of applicable statutes.

A6 you may know, the service performed by this young man and others
1ike him wes extremely valuable for the security of this country. They
were chogen on the besis of past training and other technical, mental
and ideologicel qualifications, together with a willingness to serve and
full knowledge of the dangers inherent in the tesk.

T would slso llke to note thet Mr. Powers wvas held over 100 dsys in
solitary confinement without sccess to femlly, friends, his own legsl
advisors, or any United States Embessy representatives prior to his trial.
Undoubtedly, the Soviets could have indoctrinated him during that perlod
%mmthingathey&wmétohwawmtﬁmm. This they
can sccomplish effectively, even short of all of the techniques of
"praimwashing.”

If I may be of further aasistance, wum_yen please advise nme.
8incerely.

B

ey

John 8. Warner
legislative Counsel
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